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   Key words 2

Choose the correct answer.

1. Bansky is …

a. … a fashion designer.

b. … a musician.

c. … a street artist.

2. Banksy …

a. … chooses to keep his identity secret.

b. … is a university lecturer.

c. … lives in a cave.

3. Haringey is …

a. … a stately home.

b. … a London borough.

c. … an island off the north of Scotland.

   Warmer1

���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
read them in context. The paragraph numbers are given to help you.

1. If something is ________________, people disagree about it. (para 1)

2. A ________________ is a large painting done on a wall. (para 1)

3. An ________________ is someone whose job is to sell things at an auction. (para 3)

4. A ________________ is an elected member of the council that governs a city, county, etc. (para 5)

5. When you ________________ something, you explain it more clearly so that it is easier to understand.  
(para 6)

6. ������������������������������������������������������������������������������

7. When someone has been ________________, they have agreed to do something because someone else 
gave them reasons why they should. (para 8)

8. ________________ are items for sale at an auction. (para 8)

9. When you ________________ something, you take care of it in order to stop it being harmed or destroyed. 
(para 10)

10. When someone has said publicly that something is bad or wrong, they have ________________ it. (para 14)

11. Something that is ________________ is fair and reasonable. (para 15)

12. ________________ describes things, especially valuable things like buildings, that are owned by someone. 
(para 16)

      auctioneer          clarify    condemned       controversial            councillor             impact  
            legitimate             lots         mural         persuaded               preserve              property
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Sale of ‘stolen’ Banksy mural 
cancelled at 11th hour   
Richard Luscombe          
23 February, 2013  

1 The controversial auction of a Banksy mural 
that disappeared from the wall of a north 
London shop was dramatically stopped just 
moments before it was going to be sold.

2 Slave Labour is a spray-painted artwork 
�������������������������������������������
seen as a critical social commentary on last 
year’s diamond jubilee. It was expected to 
sell for about $700,000 in a sale of street 
and contemporary art in Florida.

3 But auctioneer Frederic Thut, the owner of 
the Fine Arts Auction Miami art house, who 
had refused all week to give the name of 
the seller, announced that Slave Labour, 
together with a second work by the secretive 
British street artist, had been removed from 
sale at the auction.

4 He would not give a reason, but community 
leaders in Haringey, London, who led a 
campaign to stop the sale of the artwork that 
was removed from the wall of a Poundland 
shop in Wood Green, were extremely happy.

5 “One of our two demands was that it doesn’t 
sell and the other was that we get it back 
again, so we’re halfway there,” said Alan 
Strickland, a Haringey councillor.

6 “I will be writing to the auction house to 
clarify what happened and what will happen 
next, but for now we are really pleased that 
a community campaign in London has had 
an impact in the US. It’s a real victory for  
the people.”

7 Claire Kober, Leader of Haringey Council, 
wrote to Arts Council England and the Mayor 
of Miami, Tomás Regalado, to ask them to 
stop the sale, but it appears the decision to 
remove the item from sale came from the 
gallery owners.

8 Several hours after the auction, the auction 
house said it had persuaded the owners of 
the two Banksys to remove them from the 
sale. “Although there are no legal issues 
whatsoever regarding the sale of lots six 
and seven by Banksy, FAAM convinced its 

sellers to remove these lots from  
the auction.”

9 Critics have accused the auction house of 
buying and selling stolen property but Thut 
said that the seller, who he described as 
a “well known collector”, was the rightful 
owner and that the sale was legal.

10 He added that his gallery had received many 
emails and phone calls from the UK, but 
said he supported selling the two pieces of 
artwork because it would preserve them.

11 The second Banksy to be auctioned, a 2007 
artwork called Wet Dog that was removed 
from a Bethlehem wall and is estimated to 
be worth up to $800,000, was removed from 
the auction house’s online catalogue, but 
Slave Labour was still listed for sale right up 
to the 3pm start time.

12 Thut said the two pieces, supplied to him 
by separate owners, neither of them British, 
were important works in the street art scene 
��������������������������������������������
in art and its preservation”.

13 A spokesperson for Poundland said it had 
no idea who removed the 4ft x 5ft mural 
from the side of one of its shops in London. 

14 Banksy himself has not commented on 
the Slave Labour controversy, but he has 
previously condemned people who have 
tried to sell his artwork. He spoke out  
������������������������������������������
sold at a 2011 auction in New York. None 
found a buyer.

15 Stephan Keszler, the dealer at that auction, 
believes selling Banksy’s works without his 
permission is legitimate.

16 “He does something on other people’s 
property without asking. The owner of the 
property can do whatever they want with it,” 
Keszler said.

© Guardian News and Media 2013

First published in The Guardian, 23/02/13
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   Comprehension check3

   Collocations4

Answer these questions according to the text.

1. What are the titles of the two pieces of artwork in this article?

2. Where were the walls they were painted on?

3. Where is the auction house that was planning to sell them?

4. Who are the sellers of the works of art?

5. Why does the auctioneer think the pieces should be sold?

6. What does Banksy feel about people who sell his work without his permission?

7. How big are the murals and how much money might a collector pay for them?

8. Why does a New York dealer believe it is acceptable to sell the works without the artist’s permission?

Match the words to make collocations from the article. Then discuss their meanings, discuss how they are 
used in the article and write an example sentence of your own.

e.g. 11th hour (title)

meaning – used to say that something happens at the last possible moment, just before 12, the last hour on 
the clock

in the article – The sale of Banksy’s art was cancelled at the very last moment.

example sentence – The old trees were saved at the eleventh hour.

   Discussion5

   Webquest6

�� Do you agree with Stephan Keszler? “[Banksy] does something on other people’s property without 
asking. The owner of the property can do whatever they want with it.”

�� Is what Banksy does vandalism or is it art?

�� How would you feel, and what would you do, if a famous artist painted a picture on your house or 
�����������������������������

�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
����������������������������������������������������������������������������.

1. slave    

2. social    

3. diamond     

4. street    

5. community  

6. legal    

7. stolen    

8. rightful  

a. art

b. jubilee 

c. labour 

d. owner

e. property 

f. commentary 

g. leaders

h. issues


